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ment for the relief of poor lying-in 
women; a dispensary — and in short, 
(for a limited stay prevented- my 
being able to see and know all,) I 
believe nothing is omitted for the 
benefit of the community in gene- 
ral, in this respectable and affluent 
town. L. 

To the Proprietors of the Belftut Magazine. 

IN this time of alarming appear- 
ance of scarcity, we are indi- 
vidually called upon to come for- 
ward with our mite, not only of 'pe» 
cuniary assistance, but of what ad- 
vice may occur to us, tending to 
avert the dreadful calamity. It is 
said by a wise man, " In a multi- 
tude of counsellors there is safety," 
and it has also been experienced, 
that in a multitude of counsellors 
there is confusion. However, the 
discriminating eyes of the benefac- 
tors of the poor can select the otter- 
ed sentiments according to their 
judgment. Liberal subscriptions 
are' made in many places to pur- 
chase food, which is sometimes 
given, and sometimes sold at a cheap 
rate, to the most necessitous ; but 
let the benevolent reflect whether 
the poor may not be most effectually 
assisted in time of scarcity by the 
opulent diminishing their own con- 



sumption of the article used by the 
poor, in which scarcity is felt, using 
other things for their own tables, 
giving to those who are in want of 
food of a different kind, diminishing 
the oats given to horses, and by va- 
rious other means. 

The report of the Society for bet- 
tering the condition of the poor, and 
other publications of like tendency, 
afford variety of receipts for making 
soup's at small expense. These claim 
the attention of all ranks, and the 
savings which may be made of the 
potato is a matter of great conse- 
quence. Before the potatoes are 
washed for boiling, a large number 
of eyes or buds may be procured 
daily, without rendering ,any one 
potato unfit for food. The top of 
the potato contains the best buds — 
cut this off, and one, two, or more 
sets can be obtained thus. The po- 
tato scoop also takes out the bud, 
and need not penetrate deeply. If 
this is universally attended to, pre- 
vious to and during the time of plant' 
ing potatoes, both present and future 
advantages (may we not add incal- 
culable?) may be obtained thereby. 

La. 
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MEMOIR OF THE LATE DR. CURRIE OF 
LIVERPOOL. 

TAMES CURRJE, M.D. was born 
J at Kirkpatrick-Fleming in Dum- 
fries-shire, on May 3lst, 1756. His 
father was the established minister of 
that parish, whence he afterwards re- 
moved to that of Middlebie. Dr.Currie 
wasan only son: hehadsixsisters. He 
received the rudimeiits of learning at 
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the parish school of his native place, 
whence he was transferred to the 
grammar-school of Dumfries, one of 
the most reputable seminaries of the 
kind in Scotland. His original desti- 
nation was for a commercial fife, and 
he passed some years of his youth 
in Virginia in a mercantile station. 
Disliking this profession, and un« 
willing to be a witness of the im* 
M» 



